Memorandum of Understanding On Strengthening Youth Exchanges
Between the State of Maryland of the United States of America and
Anhui Province of the People’s Republic of China

The State of Maryland of the United States of America and Anhui Province of the People’s
Republic of China (hereinafter referred to as "the Parties"), in order to further develop their
friendly relationship, enhance mutual understanding and friendship between their youth and
facilitate language learning and cultural exchanges, on the occasion of celebrating the 45th
anniversary of Maryland-Anhui Sister State partnership, reach the following Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) through friendly consultations.

The Parties, within the framework of the Maryland-Anhui Sister State partnership, shall
endeavor to jointly engage in the following activities:

1. Organize youth exchange activities and mutual visits one or two times annually, building
a platform for regular youth engagement.

2. Design specific programs and schedules based on areas and themes of interest to youth,
and organize diverse exchange activities in culture, arts, sports, environmental protection,
etc. These activities may include, but are not limited to: field visits, cultural experiences,
seminars, workshops, artistic interactions, friendship sports competitions, etc.

3. Encourage their colleges and secondary schools to establish friendly relations, and
support regular reciprocal visits between students, including, for example, short-term
summer camps, winter camps, and other study tours hosted by each other.

4. Work closely to jointly facilitate the smooth implementation of youth exchange programs,
as coordinated by The Office of the Secretary of State of Maryland and the Anhui Provincial
Foreign Affairs Office.

This MOU expresses the Parties’ good faith intention to cooperate and collaborate in
carrying out the activities and projects described herein, using only their own financial and
other resources. The MOU does not legally bind the Parties. In addition, the MOU is limited
to (a) each Party’s appropriation of sufficient funds to carry out their intended cooperation
and collaboration on mutual activities and projects and (b) each Party’s compliance with its
own applicable laws, rules, and regulations.



This MOU shall take effect upon execution by signature by the Parties and will be valid for

five years from the date of execution.
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Susan C. Lee Ren Qinghua
Maryland Secretary of State Vice Governor of Anhui Province
November 5, 2025 November 3, 2025
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